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HANLEY INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY

Technology Education Program
SYLLABUS
HANLEY INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY’S MISSION STATEMENT

Hanley International Academy, in partnership with home and community, will provide a safe learning environment that promotes the academic, physical, social, and emotional development of our diverse learning community.

WELCOME PARENTS/GUARDIANS AND STUDENTS
Welcome to the Hanley International Technology Education Program. This syllabus is to inform you about the Technology Program and what is expected of students.
	Instructor
	Mr. Mezin
	Phone
	313.875.8888



	Room #
	Media/Computer Lab 
	E-mail
	omezin@hanleyacademy.org

	Hours
	7:30 AM – 4:00 PM
	Website
	www.hanleyacademy.com 


WHY IS TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION IMPORTANT?

Understanding the problem…
According to many economists, technology and innovation are key factors in determining how quickly a national and local economy grows.  In Michigan, low skill jobs are declining faster and faster while high tech positions are always hiring and in demand.  We need to prepare students to be ready and qualified for these high tech, high wage jobs.  We need to give our students the tools they need to succeed in the 21st century knowledge-based economy. 
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION STANDARDS
A goal of No Child Left Behind is that schools will “assist every student in crossing the digital divide by ensuring that every student is technologically literate by the time the student finishes the eighth grade, regardless of the student’s race, ethnicity, gender, family income, geographic location, or disability.”
The Michigan Educational Technology Standards for Students (METS-S) are aligned with the International Society for Technology in Education’s (ISTE) National Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETS-S)

and the Framework for 21st Century Learning. The Michigan standards are intended to provide educators with a specific set of learning expectations that can be used to drive educational technology literacy assessments.

These standards are best delivered by authentic instruction and assessment with direct curricular ties and it is intended that these Standards will be integrated into all content areas. The preparation of our students to be
successful in the 21st Century is the responsibility of all educators.

The goal of Hanley International Academy’s Technology Education Program is to produce technology literate students.  This means, students will have ability to responsibly use appropriate technology to communicate, solve problems, and access, manage, integrate, evaluate, and create information to improve learning in all subject areas.  Students in the technology education program will…

· Use a variety of digital tools to present information or ideas;

· Interact with internet based resources;

· Understand the Michigan Cyber Safety initiative;

· Produce media-rich digital presentations;

· Use a variety of media and formats to create and edit products (e.g., presentations, newsletters, brochures, web pages) to communicate information and ideas to various audiences.
· Use digital resources to identify and investigate a state, national, or global issue (e.g., global warming, economy) 
· recognize issues involving ethical use of information (e.g., copyright adherence, source citation) and to describe precautions surrounding personal safety that should be taken when online
CLASSROOM RULES FOR SUCCESS
· When in the computer lab, students will give Mr. Mezin undivided attention and obey all lab rules. 
· Students will respect others, equipment, and furnishings in the lab.

· Students will follow directions the first time they are given.

· Students will raise their hand if they have any questions or if they wish to get out of their seat.

· Students will do their own work. 
· Students will not access websites and freely “surf” on their own.  
CLASSROOM CONSEQUENCES

· First Violation: Verbal Warning

· Second Violation: Loss of Class Points / Computer privileges suspended
· Third Violation: Seat Moved / Loss of Class Points/Parent Contacted
· Fourth Violation: Behavior Report sent home / Parent/Guardian Contacted

· Fifth Violation: Detention and/or Behavior Plan

· Severe Disruptions: Student sent immediately to Dean of Students for further discipline
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

· Hanley International Academy hosts Parent/Teacher Conferences at the end of each Trimester. Please check the school calendar as to when these dates and times are scheduled.

· Also, you may request a conference with Mr. Mezin by emailing and setting an appointment during any time during the school year.
TECHNOLOGY CURRICULUM

The intent of the Technology Program is to teach students technology related topics that are age and grade appropriate. All lessons meet the Michigan Education Technology Standards approved on October 2009 by the State of Michigan’s Department of Education and meets the MDE’s grade level content expectations (GLCEs).

GRADES K-2 TECHNOLOGY UNITS/MODULES
· Technology introduction, appropriate uses, types, solving problems, sources of information 
· Michigan Cyber Safety 
· Advantages/disadvantages of Technology
· Recognize, name and label hardware components, use basic menu commands
· Use digital tools (software, drawing tools) and interact with internet based resources, games and websites.
GRADES 3-5 TECHNOLOGY UNITS/MODULES
· Discuss Technologies (past, present, future) to understand they are from human creativity
· Discuss case studies involving acceptable/unacceptable uses of technology (file sharing, social networking, text messaging, cyber bullying, plagiarism, source citations, personal info safety
· Discuss ways technology has changed life at home, school; proper care of computer materials
· Know how to exchange files
· Use software packages to share information, create and edit products (newsletters, brochures, web pages and advertisements)

· Identify search strategies for locating info, understand websites for bias, multiple sources, inaccurate info
· Use digital resources to make everyday decisions (moves to see, products to buy); investigate a state, national or global issue
GRADES 6-8 TECHNOLOGY UNITS/MODULES
· Identify effective uses of technology to support communication with peers, family or school, discuss security issues related to e-commerce; possible uses to support personal pursuits & learning

· Discuss the possible societal impact of technology in the future and reflect on the importance of technology in the past
· Discuss issues related to acceptable and responsible use of technology (privacy, security, plagiarism, viruses, file-sharing) and consequences related to unethical use.

· Describe risks & dangers associated with online communications and long-term consequences (digital footprint) of taking part in questionable online activities (photos of underage drinking, making threats) 
· Create an original project (presentation, web page, newsletter, brochure) using a variety of media (graphs, charts, audio, graphics, video) to present information

· Use digital tools to explore content with learners from other cultures and use a variety of resources to locate information, evaluate information for accuracy and bias
· Gather data examine patterns, apply info for decision making using digital resources
· Use databases or spreadsheets to make predictions, develop strategies to assist with solving a problem
· Use technology to explore various careers, identify storage devices (CDs, flash drives, SD cards), perform queries on existing databases, use functions in a database (sort charts)
· Identify file formats (doc, xls, pdf, txt, jpg, mp3) and use tools to improve accuracy (spell and grammar-check, calculator)
COMMUNICATION
CLASS WEBPAGE
You will also be informed of what’s happening in your child’s technology class through the classroom webpage.  To access the class webpage, go to www.hanleyacademy.com, click Educators, then click Mr. Mezin. You may visit our website to read about our staff, find our Contact Information, Technology Curriculum in greater detail, grading policy and rules & consequences, and links related to technology.  
Email

If you have a question or concern, or would like to set up a meeting or conference, the best possible way to contact me is through the e-mail address listed below and it can be found on our website as well.  Please feel free to contact me at anytime with your questions or concerns and I will respond to you in a timely manner. 

omezin@hanleyacademy.org
ASSIGNMENTS

· Class Participation: All students are required to be present and participate in technology classes once a week. Participation will include students actively participating in class discussions in a respectful manner. Students will also be expected to work individually and together in pairs or small groups to complete various tasks.  All students are graded on a points per day scale. If a student is absent, they will lose their points for that day, but points can be returned if a proper excused note is turned in. This strict attendance policy reflects the fact that (1) the class only meets a limited number of times during each trimester and (2) since this class only meets once a week, many assignments are done in-class and therefore require regular attendance and full participation.
· In-Class Assignments: A lesson may include an in-class assignment to be completed in-class and turned in before class is over. Students may work individually or in pairs or small groups on these assignments.

· Homework: On rare occasions, homework may be given because it may include parent/guardian participation. It is expected that the homework assignment will be turned in the follow class period, which is usually one week. If a student misses a homework assignment due to an absence, extra time will be allowed for the student to complete the assignment. Points will be lost if assignments are not turned in on time.  
· Homework Policy 2011-2012:  The Hanley International Academy staff recognizes the importance of homework as a vital part of the learning of essential skills taught in the classroom.  Homework serves as reinforcement and enrichment of the curriculum.  It provides the opportunity for follow-up evaluation of materials presented.  It also provides a means for a student to make-up missed work while absent or finish missing assignments not completed in school.  Homework can include projects, long-term assignments, research, experiments and independent study.  At Hanley International Academy, we encourage home and school to work together, as these roles both play in the cooperative efforts to provide quality education for our students. 

· Quizzes: Grades 3-5 may take quizzes related to the materials being taught in a certain unit to assess their understanding and knowledge.

· Tests: Grade 6-8 will take tests at the end of every unit/module to assess understanding and knowledge.

· Do Now’s: Grades 6-8 will have “Bell Work” meaning they will have to complete a short assignment at the beginning of every technology class. These “Do Now’s” must be turned in and will be graded.

GRADING POLICY
In technology classes, students will be graded daily on a 5 points per day rubric using the criteria listed below. Grades 3-8 may also have written classroom assignments, short quizzes, or unit exams, which will be graded on a separate points basis and will be included as part of their technology grade.

TECHNOLOGY Points Rubric:
· Responsibility (is prepared with appropriate materials needed for class)
1 Point
· Participation (actively participates in class discussions, group activities)
1 Point
· Behavior (follows class rules; listens and follows directions)
1 Point

· Knowledge (demonstrates a basic knowledge of concepts being taught)
1 Point

· Effort (completes in-class assignments (do-now’s)/written assignments/tests with effort)
1 Point

GRADES K-2:
GRADES 3-8:
O
=  Outstanding (93-100%)
A+
=  (99-100% and above)

G
=  Good (90-92%)
A
=  (93-98%) 

S
=  Satisfactory (80-89%)
A-
=  (90-92%)

I
=  Improving (70-79%)
B+
=  (89%)

NI
=  Needs Improvement (60-69%)
B
=  (83-88%)

U
=  Unsatisfactory (59% and below)
B-
=  (80-82%)



C+
=  (79%)



C
=  (73-78%)



C-
=  (70-72%)



D+
=  (69%)



D
=  (63-68%)



D-
=  (60-62%)



F
=  (59% and below)

GRADING VIOLATIONS:

Each student starts out with 5 points for the day. Violations are ways students can lose points during class.
ATTENDANCE – GRADES K-5:
ATTENDANCE – GRADES 6-8:
/ = Absent (-1 Point) 
/ = Absent (-2 Points) 
· If a student has an excused absence (doctor’s note, or note from parent/guardian), no points for attendance will be lost.

GRADING KEY – GRADES K-8:

X
= Tardy; student is not in class or not in assigned seat at start of class time (-1 Point)


    * If tardiness is due to transportation issues, a note must be on file with Mr. Mezin in order to excuse

NR
= Not Responsible; student is not prepared and does not have required class materials (-1 Point) 
NP
= Non-Participation; student refuses to participate in class discussions (-1 Point) 
BV
= Behavior Violation; student violates class rules (-1 Point for each BV per class period)
NE
= No Effort; student shows poor attitude, no effort or does not complete in-class assignments (-1 Point) 

GM
= Gross Misbehavior; student is a constant disruption in class and consistently violates class rules (-5 Points)
RD
= Referred to Dean; student had temper tantrum, was throwing objects, fighting, used foul language, 

            inappropriate sexual behavior, had weapons, or made threats of violence (-5 Points)

Again, if you have any questions or concerns, the best possible way to contact me is through the e-mail address listed below and it can be found on our website as well. I will respond to you in a timely manner.

Mr. Mezin
Technology Instructor

Hanley International Academy

omezin@hanleyacademy.org
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